PLAYING SURFACES

GENERAL

All Premier League Clubs should have properly trained personnel responsible for pitch preparation and maintenance, who have attended relevant Institute of Groundsmanship (IOG) courses.

The minimum standards for Squares and Outfields towards which all Premier League Clubs should aim are those contained in the “Standard” column of  “The Performance Quality Standard Tables” (PQS)  published by the Institute of Groundsmanship. 

While certain requirements of these standards are capable of being assessed by the groundsman on a regular basis, the complete testing of Squares and Pitches against all the requirements of the Standard is a specialist operation and should be carried out by trained persons having the necessary equipment. Clubs should be able to obtain further advice regarding PQS from their County Board Pitch Advisor or direct from Institute of Groundsmanship  www.iog.org
Premier League Division One grounds should be assessed against the standard at least every three years and Division Two grounds at least every five years. 

MAINTENANCE & PREPARATION OF PITCHES, SQUARES & OUTFIELDS

The following advice and guidance has been distilled from the ECB Standard TS4 “Recommended Guidelines for the construction, preparation and maintenance of cricket pitches and outfields at all levels of the game”

The full TS4 standard may be downloaded from the ECB web site http://www.ecb.co.uk/ecb/development/facilities-technical-specifications,328,BP.html
SPRING/PRE-SEASON & SUMMER

Pre-season rolling is important to the production of fast pitches, as the cricket square requires a firm, even surface and rolling should commence as soon as conditions permit. The groundsman is the only person who can decide when conditions are suitable.

The use of rollers to firm the surface over a period of several weeks will slowly consolidate the square. Use a light roller at the earliest opportunity in the spring, possibly at the end of February or the beginning of March, gradually increasing the weight, if possible, up to a 2028kg (2 ton) heavy roller.

Rolling Weights

Light Roller: up to 254kg (5cwt)

Medium Roller: up to 508kg (10cwt)

Heavy Roller: 1014kg (1 ton) or more

The pitch should be rolled in all directions, but with the emphasis on cross rolling in the early stages, but finish on the line of the pitches. The aim is to consolidate the square to a depth of 100mm (4 inches) before the commencement of the season. Light scarification may be necessary in the early spring, but this should only be done in moderation with great care being taken not to destroy grasses sown in the previous autumn. Heavy mechanised scarification/verticutting that would cut into the surface may well lead to cracking of pitches later in the season, however a scarifying unit with brush attachment is recommended.

Spring fertilisers may be used at the discretion of the groundsman (according to manufacturer’s instructions). Nutritional analysis of the soil is a must and will assist decision making. A summer-based fertiliser contains more nitrogen, which encourages top growth increasing the need for mowing more often.

Brush or dragmat the square regularly, especially when dew is on the ground, as this will remove moisture from the leaves and discourage disease. Maintain observation of infestation of weeds and worm casts. Take control measures using the appropriate products assuring all legislation compliance.

Mowing

Gradually reduce the height of cut on the square approaching the start the season to a height of 12mm (1/2 inch). This height should be maintained all season over the square, with it being cut at least once a week if not twice during growing conditions. Always ensure blades are kept sharp and set correctly to ensure a good clean cut with no “ribbing” or tearing.

PITCH PREPARATION & POST-MATCH RENOVATION

When the fixture list is available it is possible to establish a plan to programme pitch allocation for the whole season. You should aim to produce equal usage of each pitch. It will be necessary to place the more important fixtures towards the centre of the square and then work out accordingly. Consecutive matches should not follow on adjacent pitches as this could mean using a strip which may be damaged from the bowlers’ run-off from a previous match. The two outside pitches are often reserved for junior games or practice/artificial pitches. To facilitate this, the table should be “squared off” prior to

the playing season, using the “3-4-5 triangle” method to establish the corners, stump lines and individual pitches set out with white “T” markings.

Pitch Preparation Prior to a Match

• For first class pitches, this usually commences at least 14-10 days prior to the match. in the case of clubs, schools etc. a minimum of 5 days before the match.

• Select the pitch to be used, outlined by “T” marks to a width of 3.05m (10ft) and preferably using strings and mow, ideally using a mower with a thin bottom blade and having at least an 8-bladed cylinder set to a height just lower than the rest of the square (eg.6mm or 1/4 inch) Cut along the line of the pitch and return on the same line you have just cut.

•Work your way across the pitch to complete the full width. Dependant on how much grass is present on the surface it may be necessary to repeat this operation.

• Scarification should be carried out between the popping creases, to reduce the density of grass using pedestrian or mechanical brush/rake machinery

(not thatch removal or similar type tines), hand rake or a strong broom, care being taken not to disturb the soil surface. The bowling ends should not be scarified as this will assist in reducing the wear and tear, and aid

recovery from the damage caused by players. Scarification should continue until the grass sward has been sufficiently reduced in density. There should be no mat of grass and the surface soil should be visible

between the blades of grass. • Check for small scars or depressions, particularly on a length and repair where necessary. (Carefully lever up

depressions. Do not simply fill hollows with loose soil as such would only disintegrate if struck by the ball)

• If the surface is dry, it is generally considered that water, either by rain or applied by irrigation, is essential in the preparation of a pitch in order to give it a firmer, solid surface for match play. Water copiously if necessary with the aim to soak the profile to a depth of 75-100mm (3-4inches).There is no fixed period for the watering of a pitch, but this should be done well in advance of a match in order to ensure that the pitch is completely dry at the start of play. Ideally this should start no less than 10 days prior to the match. The rolling of the pitch should commence with a light roller when all surface water has disappeared. As the pitch dries, the weight of the roller should increase. The groundsman should use the heavy roller at every suitable opportunity prior to a match whilst any moisture content remains. The heavy roller should not be used once all the moisture has gone from the pitch. In prevailing hot, dry weather conditions it may be necessary for further light irrigation or “flashing” nearer the match day although such a decision would rely on the experience and expertise of the Ground Authority as is the deployment of covers where provided to prevent unwanted wetting of the surface or control the rate of drying during the course of preparation. If the square has been consolidated before the season,

pitch preparation is greatly assisted and possible rolling times reduced.

• For the remaining pre-match days during the course of preparation, mow every day or at least every other day between the popping creases and in combination with light scarification/brushing, progressively lowering the

cylinder to the desired height of cut (typically between 3-5mm, (1/8 – 3/16 inches) or as low as possible, without scalping and the surface is not scarred or disturbed in any way.

• On the morning of the match, start early and brush, close mow and roll (Typically for around 15-20 minutes). Finally, if not done the previous day, mark out the creases on the pitch, clearly, accurately and neatly with

lines not more than 25mm (1 inch) wide nor less than 12mm (1/2 inch) using string lines or a marking frame if available. Use a proprietary marking compound or whiting powder or combination of both. Finally set the stumps in the correct positions on the crease with a little water placed in the stump holes prior. This will ensure that the stumps remain firmly in place during the duration of the game. At the start of the match the pitch should not be excessively green in colour to favour sideways, seam movement and be completely dry. This applies not only to the top surface but also progressively to a depth of 75-100mm (3 - 4 inches). Weather conditions may make this difficult, but, if the weather is fine or with the correct use of covers, it should usually be possible to obtain complete dryness. 

After Match Pitch Repairs and Renovation

It is essential to proceed with repairs and renovations as soon as the pitch becomes available after play and not wait, as the whole square will soon be looking very sparse. Un-repaired ends on used/worn pitches can be dangerous and are not conducive to a good game of cricket. The selection and rotation of fresh pitches, of a good standard, will become increasingly difficult if pitches are not repaired promptly and correctly.

First vigorously brush the pitch with a besom or yard broom to remove any loose soil and debris. Check that no foreign objects such as studs have been left on the playing surface, if they are not picked up they could seriously damage the mower. Flood the pitch three or four times depending on how much water it will take to become soft enough to take a Sarrel spiked roller or studded type overseeding device, which will produce a good seed bed of many small holes. It is a waste of time and money to merely scatter seed on an unprepared surface. In order to give the seed a better chance of germinating it is important that it is well embedded in the soil. The making of a seed bed is essential and the seed worked/brushed well into the holes produced by the overseeder. Pay particular attention to the bowling ends and run through areas where most of the wear and tear has taken place. Do this by raking lightly to form grooves, or use a border fork, or dibber to loosen the base. Evenly sprinkle the grass seed into the repaired footholds and cover with

a light coating of loam. Always use a straight edge to level off with the surrounding area to prevent raised bowling ends and a saucer shaped square! Any deep ball or heel marks should be attended to by raising with a screwdriver and plugging with moulded loam, level to the surface, and consolidated. Finally, overseed the rest of the pitch brushing the seed

into the holes made by the overseeding equipment. Apply an autumn fertiliser at a rate recommended by the manufacturer. If needed give a light dressing of loam, work in and lightly water with a sprinkler. In normal British summer conditions, grass seed will germinate with the pitch ready for use in four to five weeks. Use of plastic or mesh sheets (germination sheets) will speed up the germination process.

Outfield Areas

The outfield should provide a fast and true surface for the ball to run without deviation and should be firm enough to provide a good and safe foot hold for the fielder. The outfield should ideally be made up of a good free draining loam with suitable grasses and weed free. It must be cleared of any objects that could cause injury to players or damage to machinery.

Maintenance and Presentation

Mowing is the main operation carried out on the cricket field, the standard and quality of the facility will determine the height of cut. A good outfield should play true if maintained on a regular basis at 10-12mm (3/8-1/2 inch). Any unevenness in the surface would prevent close mowing and a cutting height of up to 25mm (1 inch) will be required. Every opportunity should be taken to enhance the presentation of the ground, for both spectators and players. This can be achieved easily by the sensible use of the mower (or trailed equipment, such as the brush or harrow). For the best results the outfield should be cut with a 36 inches (90cm) box cylinder mower. The use of a roller

mounted trailed seat with the mower will assist the smoothness of the surface. A Triplex type ride-on mowing unit will also produce a similar quality boxed finish, without effecting surface consolidation, whilst allowing increased

time efficiency. Where the grass clippings are removed on a regular basis, there will unfortunately be a greater demand on the nutrients and additional fertiliser applications may be required. A light rolling prior to the commencement of the playing season will resolve soil disturbance and firm the sward. A larger mower, with the cutting cylinder disengaged, will prove ideal for the purpose and may also be used during the playing season to firm the outfield should the need arise. This latter difficulty often arises when gang units are used as the sole means of cutting the outfield. Although fertiliser on the outfield is not as important as on the square, one dressing a year, usually in spring is sufficient for most grounds. However a supplement at the end of the season to enhance growth for winter sports may be useful. Other maintenance operations could include the control of weeds, pests and diseases as required.

AUTUMN RENOVATION/ WINTER MAINTENANCE

Please note - turfing of  a cricket square is strongly discouraged!
Upon cessation of the playing season any remaining worn bowling ends are to be filled and consolidated level to the surface and seeded. The entire square should be put in a condition that is immediately receptive of a renovation programme by shaving down to a cutting height of 3mm (3/16 inches), match height, or as low as possible without scalping the surface. Use a well set cylinder mower with a low height of cut to provide a clean surface, this may take two or three cuts. If rainfall is absent and prior to further operations, soften the surface sufficiently by artificial watering. It is imperative that imminent weather conditions are taken into consideration before commencement where possible. This is important for optimum effect of scarification/verticut operations unless groovers/linear aerators are implemented. (Both the above measures can be implemented by the home authorities before arrival of contractors to ensure optimum results). The entire square should be heavily verticut in preferably 2 or 3 directions (diagonally & in line with play) according to density of surface vegetation or organic matter, by an approved machine capable of penetrating the surface without labouring the engine. The new generation of grooving/linear aerator machines are capable of achieving this to a depth of 6-12mm (3/4 –1/2 inch) under dry conditions, without resultant sealing of grooves by foot or tyre traffic. All resultant arisings must be removed from the surface by sweeper, blower or equally efficient device. In the main many clubs do not possess such a heavy-duty machine so should hire. Costs can vary per day according to type and whether pedestrian or tractor mounted and with or without operator. (Caution! There are possible implications with Health and Safety competence in operation of machinery). The linear grooves created by the verticut facilitate a receptive surface for overseeding and keying in loam topdressings although an overseeding implement such as a Sarrel type spike roller or studded variseeder would maximise application of recommended grass seed at a minimum of 50gm per 2m (1 3/4 oz per 2yard) for the square and brushed into the surface. The majority of cricket squares these days are sown using a total perennial ryegrass blend using 2 or 3 cultivars tabled under the name of the respective seedhouses in the annual performance listings provided by the Sports Turf Research Institute (STRI). Where specified or requested to match an indigenous sward of finer grasses such as fescues, bents or smooth-stalked meadow, consideration should be given to their slower to establish properties or whether survival rates diminish on account of wear and relative pH values. An application of a suitable pre-seeding or autumn/winter low nitrogen fertiliser to encourage an aggressive primary root growth and hardy plant health. Some groundsmen prefer to apply a week or so prior to commencement of renovations and follow up with another application later on when the grasses are fully established. Also there are now forms of root-enhancement products available to consider. A nutritional analysis beforehand is always advisable to determine the specific requirements of the square. Applied top-dressing of a suitable proprietary recommended loam ideally in continuity of that already established in use or as close a match to the shrinkage values of the indigenous loam. This should be spread by hand or machine and thoroughly luted and keyed into the surface by use of an implement such as a wide tru-lute or straight edge to approx. 8 x 25kg per pitch (2.85kg per 2m or 5.5lb per 2yds) unless pronounced saddled ends are evident and dressings should then be applied only to where levels meet the rise. Any small deviation in the levels should be corrected at this stage. It is important to maintain the same consistency of top dressing and it is often advisable to order a small surplus to store for seasonal repairs. Irrigate the square if necessary during prolonged dry spells

and lightly top off the grass sward when the seed has germinated and the square is dry enough to take the mower.

Linear Aeration (Surface Grooving) for Cricket Squares

One of the most important operations of the calendar year towards the production of high standard cricket squares, has been heavy scarification at the end of the season to reduce the build-up of surface organic material, lift and sever procumbent growth, reduce the percentage content of thatch producing Poa Annua and assist incorporating heavy cricket clay loam top dressings. Until the concept of motorised verti-cutting machines, much of this had to be accomplished by pedestrian operated rakes, a laborious task that still allowed some organic content to be buried under top-dressing that sat as a “skin” on the surface. Even the arrival of the motorised scarifier was extremely limited in the removal of accumulated thatch that lay beneath the surface because the blades were unable to effectively penetrate the immediate surface without labouring the engine or causing severe wearing of the blades. Softening of the surface by application of water/rainfall assisted the operation but the resultant grooves closed up under pressure from foot and wheeled traffic and mud frequently sticking to the front rollers, if not cleaned regularly,

meant that the height adjustment was affected. The surface then had to dry out before top-dressing could be applied. Throughout the UK, core sampling of the profile of many squares reveals how the ineffectiveness of this operation has resulted in bands of buried organic layers causing breaks and air pockets caused by the yearly applications of topdressings not being able to be keyed into the underlying surface. The gradual results are squares underperforming, with possible uneven bounce and a drastic reduction in pace because the impact of the ball is diffused and cushioned. In 2000, an Australian engineer introduced into the UK a heavy-duty scarifier powerful enough to penetrate uncompacted sports turf down to 45mm thus removing bigger quantities of buried and surface fibre than previous hollow-tining methods. This has become known as Linear Aeration. However, for the far harder and consolidated surfaces required for cricket and especially the high clay bullies of Australian pitches, the tungsten-tipped blades proved ideal for surface grooving producing a superior environment under much dryer conditions that facilitate removal of fibrous matter, a seedbed with a higher percentage of germination and most importantly, integration of the top-dressing. It is recommended that a depth of no more than 12mm (1/2 inch) is set to lessen the risk of linear cracking during seasonal pitch preparation. If surface thatch or buried fibre deeper than 12mm (1/2 inch) is evident then removal by Fraise* Mowing/Topping is far more effective followed by surface grooving as a tilth medium.

Aeration and the Soil Profile

Aeration has always been considered as one of the most essential requirements of managing a healthy soil profile in particular relieving the dense consolidation, a natural feature of all cricket squares,that impedes the pore size

and air spaces between soil aggregates and severely limits the depth and health of the root system. Traditionally, this operation was done before top-dressing but rarely sufficient depth of penetration was achieved due to the

density of the sub-surface in late autumn. It is now recognised that roller drum type of spikers with a consistent depth of tine can be detrimental to any square with underlying layering and rootbreaks due to its pulling action. It is recommended is to use a cam or vertical punch type of aerator fitted with a solid “pencil” tine to minimise side wall compaction at a minimum depth of 100mm (4 inches) at 50–100mm (2-4 inches) centres avoiding any form of “heave” by the addition of finger bars between the tines. Therefore the tendency of timing of the operation is later in for example, mid-November when the soil profile is more likely to be moist and in a more receptive condition after early re-establishment of the grasses whilst the soil temperatures are favourable and top dressing has been weathered in. Taking a profile reading from a core sample is essential towards making informed decisions on aeration such using the right type of machine in optimum conditions at the right time. Surface thatch and layering lend towards shrinkage discontinuities between layers that cause rootbreaks thus inhibiting the development of healthy rooting and differences in density values. Water penetration can be impeded also to the detriment of grass health and pitch performance. Even in late autumn the top 50mm (2 inches) can appear malleable but beneath be dry and crumbly lending towards underestimating the effectiveness of a spiking operation and subsequently exacerbating the problem by the chosen machine’s inability to achieve a full depth of penetration and pulling the top layer away. The plant will choose the favourable option of horizontal rooting instead of vertical. The paradox is that in a layered profile, deep aeration is paramount towards development of a root system to bind the layers together and although the many advances in machinery and tine development have produced equipment to achieve this, it is often put beyond the purchase budget of many clubs, although for some the initial outlay could be offset by cluster sharing with neighbouring clubs. For many grounds, consideration for hiring in may prove more favourable, rather than have a capital item sitting in the workshop for the best part of the working year. One of the most effective aeration equipment available today for cricket squares in particular is the deep-drill. It is costly to hire but can achieve penetration depths up to 250mm (10 inches) without sidewall smearing/compaction and absence of any heave or pull. Follow-up regular operations with standard pedestrian machines have subsequently proved to be more efficient. Using large drill bits (20mm diameter or 3/4 inch), back filling and consolidating with the appropriate cricket loam down the tine holes by hand (only on cricket squares) has proved to be successful in “nailing” a layered profile together and has become known as “Drill & Fill”. Similar deep aeration success has been monitored by deployment of Verti-Drain type of aerators, especially the modern high-speed cam action versions. However it is recommended that a recognised professional adviser should oversee the operation with an experienced operator to ensure that no heave is evident or severe damage to the square could result. The use of soil exchange or hollow core aeration tines pre top-dressing has been traditionally used to remove plugs of layered and buried fibre and replace with fresh loam or as a means to introduce a different loam into the profile. There is some debate on the effectiveness as the operation is seldom achieved efficiently as it is quite impossible to fill the void of the tine hole with a sufficient volume of loam. It would now be considered more practical to undertake some form of removal of the offending profile by use of modern innovative procedures such as fraise* topping restoration which to date has been monitored to great success at affordable costs, where they met the right criteria.

(*Details of fraise mowing/topping and other specialist techniques can be found in Part 3 of TS4)

Winter Work

Further operations may include supplementary aeration during the winter months. It is generally recognised that all aeration operations should cease by mid-January. Maintain ongoing regular inspection and brushing/drag matting to minimise the opportunity of any disease developing and ensure the dispersal of worm casts, if present. The occasional surveillance of the square will provide the opportunity of investigating any outbreak of fungal

disease, treating with fungicide when the first signs appear (following any legal requirements) and also enable the detection of any excessive grass growth. In any mild spells it may be necessary to top the grass to ensure that

the sward growth is not too retarded in the Spring by removing too much growth in a short period of time. Any growth over 25mm (1 inch) should be lowered to 18-20mm (approx 3/4 inch). It may be necessary for additional nutrient applications, especially during mild winters but it is recommended to be guided by professional analysis. If the presence of moss algae is detected, they should be treated with a suitable proprietary product at the first opportunity and the possible cause investigated. When the surface conditions allow, regularly walk the square to remove any debris that may have accumulated to ensure that no damage will be caused to equipment and to keep a watchful eye for damage caused by animal activity. During prolonged wet spells, heavy frost or under a blanket of snow it is advisable to stay off the area completely. Mid-winter is a good time to assess the condition of equipment and preparing a budget for approval for the forthcoming year. Orders for the forthcoming season can be prepared and submitted well in advance.

APPENDIX A                  CRICKET LOAMS

The use of the right soil is most important for the production of pitches of optimum playing performance. The soil must have strong binding qualities and this is dependant on the percentage of clay content in conjunction with the other constituents of the soil structure. The soil selection is dictated by the standard of pitch required.  Soil testing is advisable to enable informed decisions to be made regarding the most suitable soil to be used

Soil testing

Take a several soil samples from various locations at various depths up to 100mm.

The samples should be labelled with the date and location taken and sent to an ECB approved laboratory for a Particle Size Analysis.  (There will probably be a cost made for this service. Your County Board Pitch Advisor should be able to give details of laboratories able to carry out this service.)

Once the nature of your soil (particularly your clay content percentage) has been identified you will be in a better position to manage your square and you can then decide on what clay loams are desirable for you. This is where the ABBS /Motty test which Groundsmen can carry out themselves, becomes an invaluable aid to choosing a compatible loam. The concept behind the Motty test is to determine the strength of the sample taken on your square and compare it with other loam samples, thus finding a compatible soil for use on your facility.

The process begins with the soil samples taken from your square. Make sure that you have sufficient soil to do several Motty tests (in total at least a cupful of soil)

Motty Test Procedure:

Crumble the loam down into a workable size (less than 2 mm). Remove organic matter and gravel from the sample . Place about half a cupful on a plate. Wet the soil until it can be moulded by hand. Add water slowly so that the soil does not become too wet to mould. Work the wet soil for several minutes until it is the consistency  of putty. Add more water if necessary.

Roll the soil into a ball and place it on a plate. Cover the soil with a damp cloth and leave for 2-3 hours. Re-work the soil by hand, making sure that it is not sloppy and does not stick to the hands. It should easily mould into a ball without forming cracks. Roll the soil into a sausage shape approximately 12.5 mm (0.5 inch) in diameter and cut it into pieces 25 mm (1 inch) long. Form each piece into a ball and then roll in the palms of the hands to form the “Motty” ball. Place the Motty balls onto a tray and allow to dry  naturally in a cupboard for 7-10 days. Place each dried ball in turn on a bathroom scale and press down on it with a piece of wood until the ball breaks**. Note the reading when breakage occurs. This is the breaking strength (sometimes referred to as the binding strength). Average the values obtained after discounting the lowest value in each set. Clay soils in Britain usually give values between 45 and 90kg (100 to 200lbs).

(** Please note if you are a light person and you are testing a soil whose breaking strength is greater than your weight, you will need to find a heavier person to assist you with this final part of the test!)

Equivalent clay content for Motties

Strength category

113Kg (250lb) and over
Over 55%
Exceptionally Strong

91-113Kg (200-250lb)
44-55%
Very Strong

68-91KG (150-200lb)
33-44%
Strong

45-68Kg (100-150lb)
22-33%
Moderately strong

23-45Kg (50-100lb)
11-22%
Weak

9-23Kg 20-50lb)

4-11%
Very weak

Under 9Kg


Below 4%
Non- binding

Soils which break at a pressure below 45 kg (100 lbs) are not suitable for use on a cricket pitch.

Soils which break between 45kg and 68kg (100 -150 lbs) are suitable for club pitch use. (ECB TS4 recommends minimum clay content of 28-35% for Premier League pitches which roughly equates to a breaking strength between 57kg and 72 kg( 126 – 158 lbs).

Soils which break between 68kg and 91kg (150- 200 lbs) are more suitable for county and international pitch use where sufficient resources are available for their maintenance.

Soils which break at pressures greater than 91kg (200 lbs) are too strong for cricket pitch use in Britain.

A simple modification to the Motty test involves joining two half motties of different loams together along the flattened face of each hemisphere. It is important not to trap any air along the joining surfaces, as this may affect results.

If there is excessive differential shrinkage between the two halves on drying the Motty will duly separate, thus the soils are not compatible. If both loam types remain strongly bonded and only break after pressure, these two loams are likely to be compatible.

There are several recognised loam suppliers in the UK: GSB, Binder, Surrey, Ongar, Mendip, Kaloam, Boughton. Use of Marl is not encouraged nowadays as it can cause layering. A simple modification to the motty test to assess loam compatibility, particularly when top dressing involves joining two half motties of different loams together along the flattened face of each hemisphere. It is important not to trap any air along the joining surfaces, as this may affect results. If there is excessive differential shrinkage between the two halves on drying the Motty will duly separate, thus the soils are not compatible. If both loam types remain strongly bonded and only break after pressure, these two loams are likely to be compatible.

(Acknowledgement is made to original work done in this area by Messrs Adams, Stewart, and Lewis from whose published work much of the above information has been obtained)

APPENDIX B  MARKING PITCHES AND OUTFIELDS

The League requests pitch and outfield markings to help maintain and improve the quality of grounds in the League and the markings should identify those which do not reach an acceptable standard. 

Marks should be objective and relate to the whole game.  A mark should not be based on whether the away side won or lost the match, or how badly they batted.

Pitches are not expected to be of Test Match standards.  Full marks should be attainable.

Criteria to be considered:

The markings should be based only on the strip and outfield on which the game is played, not on ground facilities.

Variable bounce, for example too many balls keeping low, or bouncing high to the throat or head from just short of a length.

The length of the pitch.

Poor or incorrect line markings.

Whether the pitch is too dry or too wet.  However, weather conditions should be borne in mind, for example a low marking might not be applicable if it is possible to play on a pitch that is wet due to rain.

Whether the outfield is bumpy or the grass is very long.

Whether there is significant litter in the outfield.

Whether boundary markers are in place.

NOTE:  The absence of sight screens, boundary lines (providing a rope or markers are in place) or covers shall not form part of the marking criteria.

